Desmoplastic, neural transforming and neurotropic melanoma: a review of 45 cases.
An analysis of the clinicopathological features of 45 cases of desmoplastic, neural transforming and neurotropic melanoma assessed by a single pathologist are reported. The age range of 27 males and 18 females was 17-88 years. Twenty primary lesions (44%) were on the head and neck and fourteen (31%) were on the trunk. Thirty lesions (67%) were amelanotic. The initial clinical diagnosis was incorrect for 16 patients. Mean thickness was 4.5 mm. Recurrence occurred in 17 patients (38%). Local recurrence has occurred in 12 patients. This was related to a primary where: pathological diagnosis was incorrect; excision was less than 1 cm; the site was on the head and neck; Clarke level was V; and Breslow thickness was greater than 4 mm. Four patients had cranial nerve neuropathies due to recurrent neurotropic melanoma. Four patients are alive with inoperable disease and five have died from disseminated melanoma. These tumours can be difficult to recognize clinically and pathologically, with poor results if not adequately treated primarily. Therefore, the need for surgeons to be aware of this tumour and its clinicopathological features is important. Close follow-up is essential.